Physical restraint, informed consent and the child patient.
Parent's expressed, informed consent should be obtained before physical restraining devices are used on the child patient, in the course of dental treatment. Implied consent does not apply to any procedure not normally expected by an average, reasonable person; these procedures include the use of premedicating agents, the use of nitrous oxide sedation, or the use of physical restraint. It is a good, preventive idea to use a well-written general consent form. A specific consent form, clearly labelled, provides a strong defense in court for the dentist.